
Attitudes towards reading

population 
aged

15+
2023Readers and Reading 

      in the Czech Republic

How many books on average do they read per year?

*Those who read a book in the last year.

In the Czech population we can currently fi nd:

buy at least 
1 book 

per year

62 %
visit the public 

library in 
a year

28 %
readers 

of e-books

31 %
listeners of 
audiobooks

37 %
readers (those 

who read a book in 
the last year)

73 %

Different types of readers over the years

  2010    2013    2018    2023

7––112
boookks//yeaar

regular (%)

13 oor moore 

      boookks/yearrr

frequent (%)

11––6
boookks//yeaar

sporadic (%)

0 bboookss/yeearr

non-reader (%)

21 16 22 27 32 40 38 43 17 20 18    12 30 24 23 18

Base: The whole
sample, N = 2,010

A book is a book ... nothing 
can replace it. Unfortunately, 

younger generations don‘t 
read enough. 

(woman, 
45 years old)

„“

men women elementary/
secondary 

school 
leavers 

secondary 
school 

graduates 

college/
university 
graduates 

7 13 7 11 14

readers*

14

printed 
books only*

12 15

including 
e-books*

Base: The whole sample,
N (2010) = 1,550
N (2013) = 1,584 
N (2018) = 2,007
N (2023) = 2,010

average number 
of books: 10

Base: The whole
sample, N = 2,010



Selection of books and sources of acquisition

up to € 12

€ 12–25 € 25–40

€ 40–55

€ 55 and more

4 %

22 % 13 %

19 %

39 %

Average number of printed books acquired in the following way

We buy printed books most often

How we get information about books

We spent on books in the last year

Base: Acquired printed books in the following way, N = various

Base: Bought books in the last year, N = 1,042

Base: The whole sample, N = 2,010

Base: Bought printed or an e-book, N = 1,077

49 %
on the 
internet

23 %
on social 
networks

18 %
at the 
bookshop

TThhere is ann abnnormmal number 
of bbookss oon the mmmarkket. But the 

oneess I wwouuldd like tto reead are not 
traanslaaated into Czech. 

(woman, 60 years old)

received them 
as gifts

48 %
3 books

borrowed them from 
their home library

30 %
4 books

purchased them

72 %
6 books

borrowed them 
in the public library

29 %
18 books

33 %
from friends, 
family, acqua-
intances

69 %
at traditional 
bookshops

58 %
online

33 %
at budget 
bookshops

TTOOPPP 3

TTOOPPP 4



Associations connected with reading

What we associate reading with

Media most strongly associated with reading

Institutions associated with reading

75 %
getting 
information

68 %
book

22 %
mobile 
phone

21 %
pc or 
laptop

19 %
magazine

10 %
newspaper

58 %
home

29 %
library

29 %
school

66 %
entertaiment

62 %
education

Base: The whole sample, N = 2,010

Base: The whole sample, N = 2,010

Base: The whholeole sample, N = 2,010

Base: The whole saamplm e, N = 2,0100

27 %
bookshop

Reaaddinng is iimmporrtantt for 
ddevveloppinng eempaathy 

annnd ssociaal intelligennce.
(woman, 27 years old)

„“
“

„
“

„
PPeeeeoopplle don‘t readPeeopplllee ddon‘‘tt readd

sssoo mmmmuuucchh nowadays, soo mmuuch nowadayys,,

tthheeyy uuussseeeddd tttooo ttheeyy used to

reeaad more.rrrreead more.

%%%%%
II wwoouulldd lliikkee tto I would like to
read more, but rreeaadd mmoorree, bbutt read more, but

I don’t haveII ddoonn’tt hhaavvee
tthhee ttiimmee..the time.

565566%%%
II cacan´n tt afaffofordrd ttoo I can´t afford to

buy as many booksbbuy asas mmany bbookokss

asas III uuseseddd ttoto bbbececauausese asas II uusesedd toto bbececauausese

of the economic of the economic

sisisitututuatatatioioionnnsisitutuatatioionn

5556665566%%%%%
Books areBoBookokss araree

expep nsive these expensive these

days, I will usedaysy ,, I will use

the library.the library.

tt i i y 

66446644%%%
I prefeferer I prp efer 

ototheherr kik nds ofof other ki dndss of 

entertainmenent enterttaiainmnmentt

toto rreaeadidinggng iinn myto reading in mymy

leisure timeme..leisurree titimem .

TTOOPP 55

Attitude towards reading strongly agree, rather agree with the below mentioned



E-books and audiobooks

How often do we read e-books?

Devices used for reading e-books

The most common ways of acquiring e-books in the last year

How often do we listen to audiobooks?

Base: Read e-books at least rarely, N = 627

Base: Read e-books 
at least rarely, N = 627

smartphone

61 %
pc or laptop

48 %
e-book reader

27 %
tablet

26 %

free download 
from the internet

45 %
online 

purchase

27 %
received 
as a gift

17 %
borrowed in the 

public library

9 %

Readdinng onn mobille 
pphhone iis not rreadingg, 
chhhildrenn hhavee to reaad 

booooks anndd maggaziness.
(man, 59 years old)

„“

Base: The whole sample, N = 2,010

at least once 
in 2 weeks

15%

never
69%

once in a 
month or less

17 %

at least once 
in 2 weeks

17%

once in a 
month or less

20%
never
63%



Public libraries

Base: Visited the public library inin thethe last year, N = 562

Visiting the public library in the last year

  2018    2023  women    men

yes

28 % 28 %
no, but they 

used to 
visit one

40 % 45 %
yes

33 % 22 %
no, but they 

used to 
visit one

45 % 45 %
no, they 

have never 
visited one

22 % 33 %
no,  they 

have never 
visited one

32 % 27 %

Satisfaction with the offer of books and services

very + rather 
satisfi ed

84 %

neither satisfi ed, 
nor unsatisfi ed

8 %

6 %
don’t know, 
can’t evaluate

           rather + very 
unsatisfi ed
2 %

ThThheyeye  enaablblblb eee acaccessss tto o reesoosouru ceeess ss and dd bobb oks,
whwhhw icici h h pep opoplele donń t́t havvve eee at hhhomomo e 92%

Thhee lilil brb ary y isisi aan n immimpop rttanna tt t edede uccu attatioionaall ininstititittututuu ionn 88%

ThThheyyeyey aaree tttheh  rigighththt pplalacee ffforor stuudydyd ingggg 85%

ThThheyyey aare aattttt rar ctivvveee plplp aca esess to sppenenne dd leleisurure e timemee 63%

GoGoG inini gg to ttheheh  libraaaryryry iis s nonoot t coolol nnnowowo ada ayayss 31%

ThThhT eyey aree uuuses lesss iiin n ththe inininternnette aaageeg 18% Base: The whole sample, N = 2,010

What do you think about libraries? strongly agree, rather agree with the above mentioned

Base: The whole sample, N (2018) = 2,007; N (2023) = 2,010

Libraries must 
always exist.  “ „

(woman, 57 years old)



Favourite literature

What do we prefer to read?

…but we are not all the same

classic fi ction

28 %
current 

leisure fi ction

45 %
sci-fi , fantasy, 
horror stories

28 %
nonfi ction

25 %

Base: Read a book in the last year, N = 1,466

current 
leisure 
fi ction

44 %
sci-fi , 

fantasy, 
horror 
stories

33 %
nonfi ction

23 %
sci-fi , 

fantasy, 
horror 
stories

44 %
current 
leisure 
fi ction

41 %
classic 
fi ction

24 %
current 
leisure 
fi ction

53 %
classic 
fi ction

38 %
nonfi ction

34 %

current 
leisure fi ction

30 %
nonfi ction

30 %
sci-fi , 

fantasy, 
horror stories

36 %

men

current 
leisure 
fi ction

58 %
classic 
fi ction

34 %
nonfi ction

21 %

women

Source: Survey of Readers and Reading in the Czech Republic 2023, National Library / ResSOLUTION Group / Nielsen, general population aged 15+, N = 2010, May–June 2023. 
The Survey was conducted by means of computer-assisted interviewing (CAWI) and face-to-face interviewing (CAPI). Data from 2010 and 2013 surveys: National Library.

www.nkp.cz | www.mkcr.cz | www.ucl.cas.cz | www.ressolution.cz | www.nielsen-admosphere.cz

professional 
literature

21 %

Books are great, 
unfortunately in 

these fast days 
people don´t use 

them as much. 
(man, 25 years old)

„“

BasBase:e: HavHave ae a momostst favfavourite book, N = 764Base:e: HavHave ae a momostst favfavourouriteite auauthothorr, N =N = 545400

JJJJJJJ.JJ.J.J.J.J. RRRRRRRRRRRRR.... RRRRRRRRR.R.R.R TTTTTTTTTTT lolololololololololkikikikikikikikikikienenenenenenenen 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJooooooooooo NNNNNNNNNNNNNNeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssbbbbbbbbbbbøøøøøøøøøø SSSSSSSSSSSStttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeppppppppppppphhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeennnnnnnnnn KKKKKKKKKKiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggggggg
VVVVVVVVVVVVlllllllllllaaaaaaaaassssssssttttttttttiiiiiiiiiimmmmmmmiiiiiiiiiiilllllllllll VVVVVVVVVoooooonnnnnnnndddddddddrrrrrrruuuuuuuuššššššškkkkkkkaaaaaa

AAAAAAAAAAAAgggggggggggaaaaaaaaatttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaa CCCCCCCCCChhhhhhhhhhrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiissssssssttttttttiiiiiiiieeeeee
JJJJJJJJJJJJJuuuuuuuuuuulllllllllllleeeeeeeeeessssssssss VVVVVVVVVVVVeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrnnnnnnnnnneeeeeeeee

Most popular authors

BBBBBiiiibbbbbllllee SSSSaaaatttuuurrrnnniiinn
ZZZZaaaakkkklllííínnnaaččEEggyyyppťťťaann SSSiinnuuhhet

MMMMaalllýýý ppprrriiinnc TTřřřii kkkaaammaarráááddi

Most popular books

TOP 3

TOP 7
TOP 7

TOP 5

15–24 years 35–44 years 65+ years

Checked by Nielsen Admosphere, a.s.
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